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Chapter President’s Corner  
By Harry Harris 

Greetings, All, 

Happy Fall!  It has finally come at last to break the 54 straight days of 90+ degrees days. Cooler 

days and nights are ahead. 

This month I wanted to talk about the current state of CSI membership specifically related to the 

Nashville Chapter. The problem is nationwide, including the Gulf States Region.  The problem 

being that chapters are losing members. 

The information below was sent out to all GSR Chapter Presidents recently.  I have already 

shared it with the chapter Board and Committee Chairs.  You will notice a decline in 

membership across the board.  The chapters with “n/a” in recent years are no longer with us. 

As you will notice below Nashville has had some periods of consistent membership levels.  This 

year we are at an all-time low.  I have been told by long-term chapters members we may have 

had upwards of 200 members many years ago. 

The problems can be attributed to many causes; employers no longer paying member dues, 

personal financial reasons, and decisions made Nationally in recent years that did not set well 

with some.  We have lost a number of longtime members due to the last item, including a CSI 

Fellow. 

We need to find a way to stop the bleeding.  We have talked about trying to attract younger 

members, which is very important. Equally important is working to keep the membership we 

currently have from leaving. 



 

We need to find ways to keep membership engaged.  Some options could be to provide some 

community volunteer opportunities, more social events, and provide quality content in 

programing.  Another idea is to send out a survey to membership to find out what they expect to 

get for their membership. 

 

We provide good technical training monthly with Specheads.  I also try to find interesting 

programs for monthly chapter meetings, which is not easy. I rely on help sometimes, which I 

greatly appreciate. 

Between now and the October chapter meeting please try to think about this and let us know 

your thoughts on this.  We can have a quick discussion after the program before everyone has 

to rush off. 

Take Care, 

Harry 

 

 

 

Chapter 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 

  714 641 626 581 576 524 489 463 388 

Acadiana 39 36 35 32 31 37 36 30 27 

Baton Rouge 25 17 16 15 14 13 17 36 26 

Birmingham 33 25 24 22 22 22 20 23 24 

Chattanooga 67 58 59 50 47 42 38 34 29 

Gulf Coast 18 13 12 10 10 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Huntsville 27 28 34 32 28 17 15 16 12 

Knoxville 50 60 56 54 49 49 58 62 51 

Little Rock 60 54 47 42 48 45 39 34 36 

Memphis 85 71 73 70 75 79 58 48 40 

Mississippi 66 60 67 60 55 55 56 57 44 

Mobile Bay 14 15 11 8 9 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Montgomery 14 11 14 13 15 10 8 15 10 

Nashville 112 115 104 105 106 102 97 91 76 

New Orleans 53 42 37 32 35 28 26 n/a n/a 

Pensacola 

Florida 39 31 32 31 27 25 21 17 13 

Shreveport 12 5 5 5 5 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Previously, on CSI Nashville….. 

 

 

September SpecHeads 

We are grateful to Noah and Shelby Capuano of Mid-TN ICF Supply in Murfreesboro, teaching 

us about ICF construction! 

● Date: Tuesday, September 8th from 11:30 AM - 1:00PM CST at Sesco Lighting 

 

 

Another successful Board Meeting! 

 

● Date: Tuesday, September 15th at 10:30 AM CST at Sesco Lighting 
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Sept. 29, 2026 CSI Product Show highlights on the next pages; thanks to everyone for showing up, and to all our sponsors!!
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Stay Tuned For….. 

 

October SpecHeads 
  

MAXIMIZING THE LIFE AND QUALITY OF YOUR ROOFS: 

WHEN TO SPECIFY COATINGS 

  

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

  

1. Define when and how roof coatings should be used under various situations: new 

construction, repair and renovation situations 

2. Explain the different types of roof coatings and chemistries available, including acrylic, 

silicone, urethane and PMMA/PMA and the benefits of using each 

3. Review the benefits of reflective roofs, including how they contribute to higher energy 

efficiencies for building owners and reduce urban heat islands 

4. Explain the most common errors that are made when specifying roof coatings and how 

to overcome them 

  

AIA Course: AIA1023003 

Credits: 1.0 AIA LU/HSW; 1.0 IIBEC CEH 

  

Presented by: 

Brad Diaz with SOPREMA 

 

● Date: Tuesday, October 13th from 11:30 AM - 1:00PM CST at Sesco Lighting 

 

 

 

October Board meeting  

 

● Date: Tuesday, October 20th at 10:30 AM CST at Sesco Lighting, then….. 

 

October Chapter Meeting  

  

THE DESIGN AND DESIGN PROCESS FOR THE NEW NASHVILLE 

FIRE DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS, Presented by:  HASTINGS 

  

Detailed information will follow in the meeting invitation. 

  

● Date: Tuesday, October 20th from 11:30 AM - 1:00PM CST at Sesco Lighting 



 

Special Interest 

 
This is a call out to any CSI members who have any published articles from themselves or their 

companies that they would like to include in future Specifacts newsletters.  Please submit for 

consideration before the end of each month, to: 

 

dan.clark@hdarchitects.com 

 

 

 

The following page is another example of the “4-up” (printer’s term) arrangement of an October 

1969 Specifacts!  Note the article on Kindness at the top right, well worth the read. 
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Chapter Leaders 

 

CSI Nashville Chapter - Officers & Directors for FY 2026-2027 

President Harry Harris hharris@hmha-collective.com 

Immediate Past President / VP Tara Mitchell tmitchell@esarch.com 

President-Elect Paul Montray pmontray@tremcoinc.com 

Treasurer Jill Colby jillcolby@colbyassoc.com 

Secretary Derek Hickman derekh@kidwellscott.com  

Director Lynn Jolley ljolley@comcast.net   

Director Tiffany Goulet tiffany@nexgen-cr.com  

Director Carl Manka cmanka@comcast.net  

Director Paul Montray pmontray@tremcoinc.com  

Director Tim Yoko tyoko@tmpartners.com  

Director Dan Clark dan.clark@hdarchitects.com  

CSI Nashville Chapter - Committee Chairs 

Awards Institute Chair  Troy Williams twilliams@cauthenandassoc.com  

Certification Co-Chair Carl Manka cManka@comcast.net  

Certification Co-Chair Lynn Jolley ljolley@comcast.net   

Emerging Professionals TBD TBD 

Graphic Design Content TBD TBD 

Special Events / Programs Harry Harris hharris@hmha-collective.com 

Membership Paul Montray pmontray@tremcoinc.com 

Planning Jack Potter csjrpotter@att.net  

Product Show Co-Chair Tiffany Goulet tiffany@nexgen-cr.com 

Product Show Co-Chair Jill Colby jillcolby@colbyassoc.com  

   



 

CSI Nashville Chapter - Committee Chairs, Cont’d: 

 

Professional Development 
(CEU’s) 

Harry Harris hharris@hmha-collective.com 

Social Media Tarro-Jefferies-Freer  tarro.jefferies.freer@sfs.com  

Technical (SpecHeads) Harry Harris hharris@hmha-collective.com 

Specifacts (Newsletter) Dan Clark dan.clark@hdarchitects.com  

Photography Jim Christain jchristain@aol.com 

Website Collin Huse chuse@nextstage-online.com  

Chapter Support Karen Mencarelli k.mencarelli@mapei.com 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appreciation 

 

 

The CSI Nashville Chapter sincerely appreciates the kindness of Sesco Lighting for the 
chapter’s meeting accommodations. The CSI Nashville Chapter recognizes the 
importance in creating and maintaining strong relationships. 

 



 

Stay Connected 

CSI is built on the relationships we make. Connect and grow with us!  

 

“Less is more.”  

-- Ludwig Mies van der Rohe 

 

“Less is a bore.” 

--Robert Venturi 

 

(more or less). 

 

 

Find us at:  

 

 

 

 
This news was brought to you by:  

Dan Clark, CSI 
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